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been carried out} and there would have been war with
England. But the National Assembly did not agree to
execute that instrument and Spain conceded Pitt's demands.
There was a party in the Assembly that wanted war with
England, the aristocratic party which was concerned for the
interests of the French monarchy. With the majority of the
Assembly there was open repugnance to a step that would
have seemed to imply continuity of the foreign policy of a
discredited dynasty. Fox may have been right or he may
have been wrong in regarding Bourbon France in 1787 as
the inevitable enemy, and in opposing war with Revolution-
ary France in 1792. To speak of his " amazing vagaries " is
to overlook the Revolution which had burnt up along, with
the rubbish and emblems of the old order, the family compact
which held the Bourbons together.
The truth is that if any moral was to be drawn from that
doctrine of the balance of power which had inspired Fox's
suspicions of France before 1789, it should have prompted
Englishmen to see danger in a very different quarter in 1792.
Bourbon France had been a danger to the balance of power
because she adopted certain principles* of foreign policy which
threatened the independence of other nations. But no prin-
ciples could be imagined more directly subversive of the
rights of nations and of the established order of Europe than
the principles on which Austria and Prussia acted when they
invaded France after the declaration of Pilnitz and the
Brunswick manifesto. Their pretensions to interfere in the
internal affairs of France were accompanied by very formid-
able designs of aggrandisement, for they aimed at nothing
less than the partition of France. When Pitt argued for war
in January 1793, in order to preserve the balance of power
from French aggression, Fox asked very justly why he had
not interfered to protect that same principle from Austria
and Prussia six months earlier. That Pitt knew the aims of
the allies is clear from Grenville's letter of November 7,1792,
to his brother, " I bless God that we had the wit to keep our-
selves out of the glorious enterprise of the combined armies.